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2020 is destined to be a year like  
no other. Though many things have 
changed, and more changes are  
still likely, Greenville Women Giving 
remains committed to giving 
collectively, granting strategically  
and growing a greater Greenville.  
In May, we ended our fourteenth year 
with a twist: we announced 2020 
grant recipients in our first-ever  
virtual annual meeting. While the 
format was different, we were still  
able to be inspired by the seven 
grantees in whom we invested 
$541,844 to serve our community.  

We will continue to meet virtually 
through the end of 2020. Thank you  
to everyone who responded to our 
survey. There was great unanimity  
with about two-thirds of respondents 
indicating they were not likely to 
attend a fall GWG event in person.  
This input, combined with high levels 
of Covid-19 infection and the 
increasingly restrictive state and local 
mandates, convinced us it is most 
prudent to hold GWG events virtually.  

On September 17, we will use Zoom to 
gather and kick off our fifteenth year. 

You should have already received an 
invitation. Be sure to let us know if  
you will be participating so we can 
deliver a little treat to your home  
prior to the event.  

In addition, our Education Events in 
September, October and November 
will be Webinars. You will receive 
invitations for each one with specific 
instructions on how to participate.  

We also plan to introduce prospective 
members to GWG using Zoom. If  
you know of anyone who may be 
interested, contact Membership Chair 
Judy Suggs (jusuggs@gmail.com) and 
you and your guest will be invited to  
a special MemberZoom.

The need for GWG is greater than 
ever as our community deals with 
uncertain times. There have been 
numerous articles about the negative 
impact Covid-19 has had on the 
non-profit sector nationally. Many 
organizations are facing the double 
whammy of lower donations and 
higher demand for services – or the 
need to find new ways to fulfill their 
mission due to social contact 

14 YEARS OF IMPACT
restrictions. While the exact local 
impact is still being tabulated, we 
know anecdotally the situation in 
Greenville County is the same. To help 
our non-profit partners, we will modify 
our grant parameters for this year  
to meet this new reality. Details are  
on page 2.

Together we can continue to invest  
in the arts, education, environment, 
health, and human services. Together 
we can continue to make Greenville 
County a wonderful place to call 
home.  Thank you for being a member 
of Greenville Women Giving. 

Susan Cinquemani 
   sjcinq@charter.net

Mary Hipp 
   hippstersc@me.com

Diane Perlmutter 
   dperlmutter@aol.com

Emelia Stephenson 
    gwgcochair@gmail.com



Important News

Grant Updates

GWG Adjusts  
2020-2021 Grants in 
Response to Covid-19
In response to the challenges facing 
non-profits during this pandemic, 
the GWG Board voted to adjust  
the size and scope of Greenville 
Women Giving’s 2020-2021 grants. 

Recognizing that the immediate 
need of local non-profits is 
sustainability, the Board agreed  
that grants should support the core 
mission of organizations providing 
essential services in the Greenville 

GWG Donates to Help 
Alleviate Pandemic-
Related Needs
The Greenville Women Giving Board 
of Directors unanimously voted to 
use money from the operations 
budget to support two important 
pandemic-caused needs.  

First, from the 2019-2020 budget, 
$10,000 will be donated to the 
COVID-19 Community Relief Fund. 
This is money that was not spent 
due to the cancellation of in-person 
events in April and May. 

community. Each grant chosen by 
the membership will be for $50,000 
and for a term of one year. We 
remain committed to awarding at 
least one grant in each of our funding 
areas (Arts, Education, Environment, 
Health, Human Services).

Core mission grants may be used  
to support or expand services, for 
operational expenses, to increase 
capacity, for program development, 
or to improve effectiveness and 
efficiency. GWG’s mission is to help 
community non-profits weather this 
economic storm and continue their 
vital work. We believe our grants  

The COVID-19 Community Relief 
Fund was launched in March 2020 
by the United Way of Greenville 
County, The Community Foundation 
of Greenville, and other major 
community funders “to assist 
Greenville County’s most vulnerable 
neighbors with the resources they 
need during this critical time. One 
hundred percent of donations … 
support efforts to provide relief  
to people impacted by coronavirus 
and its effect on the community.” 

The fund continues to provide 
critical resources, such as food, 
housing, access to healthcare and 

will offer non-profits flexibility to 
meet the financial strains of an 
increased demand for services, 
coupled with the shortfall of 
donations and volunteers.

Our stringent application and grants 
review processes will continue. 
Applications will be thoroughly 
evaluated by teams of GWG 
members. In the spring the ballot  
of potential grants will be sent to  
all members for a vote. While GWG 
has adjusted granting parameters 
over the years, the founding 
principle of “one woman, one  
vote” remains firmly in place.

transportation, through Greenville 
County’s outstanding social services 
providers. For more information 
about the fund, go to: https://www.
cfgreenville.org/covid-19-relief-fund/. 

Second, from the 2020-2021 budget, 
money that has been budgeted for 
in-person events, but not spent, will 
be added to the 2021 Annual Grant 
Pool. This will increase the money 
available for our 2021 grants. The 
exact amount will be determined in 
April in advance of member voting. 
It will be jointly decided by the 
Board Executive Committee and 
GWG Founders.

“We have already had our new 
gallery flooring installed. Attached 
are two photos that show it with our 
Modern Design Lab Quilt Invitational 
Exhibit, the first exhibit we’ve had in 
our Main Gallery since we reopened.  
We are absolutely thrilled with the 
flooring, thanks to the GWG grant, 
and we hope some of your board 
members and members can come 
out and see it in person!”

Kim Fabian, Executive Director

Greenville Center for Creative Arts
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2020-2021 EVENTS
Guests are always welcome at education and signature events.

Emergency Flooding!
Wednesday, September 30, 2020  •  5:30 PM 
Virtual  

How to prepare for and what to expect from local 
flooding and the effects on our waste water and 
waterways.

SPEAKERS: Lisa Colby, Executive Director, 
 American Red Cross, Upstate Chapter;  
Graham W. Rich, CEO, ReWa, Renewable Water 
Resources; Jessica Stumpf, Deputy Director, 
Greenville County Emergency Management

  SPOTLIGHT ON ENVIRONMENT

Balancing Prosperity and 
Affordable Housing
Tuesday, November 17, 2020  •  11:30 AM 
Virtual

Greenville Housing Fund and Homes of Hope are  
fully engaged in developing and implementing plans 
to provide affordable housing in the Greenville 
community. Learn about plans and strategies 
underway to encourage and actually build affordable, 
livable, and convenient homes within the city and  
the county.

SPEAKERS: Bryan Brown, President & CEO, The 
Greenville Housing Fund; Don Oglesby, President/
CEO, Homes of Hope, Inc.

  SPOTLIGHT ON HUMAN SERVICES

Whatever It Takes: Eliminating 
Barriers to Ensure Student Success 
in Greenville County
Wednesday, October 21, 2020  •  11:30 AM 
Virtual

OnTrack Greenville started as a community initiative 
to help underperforming middle school students stay 
on track toward high school graduation. Find out 
where OnTrack Greenville is five years later, its future 
vision and growth strategies, and the successes it’s 
celebrated along the way.

SPEAKERS: Meghan Barp, CEO, United Way of 
Greenville County; Michael Delaney, Principal, Carolina 
High School and Academy; W. Burke Royster, Ph.D., 
Superintendent, Greenville County Schools

  SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

15th Annual Fall Kickoff  
Thursday, September 17, 2020  •  5:30 PM 
Virtual

Join us as we kick off the 15th year of Greenville 
Women Giving virtually! This will be an opportunity  
to hear from three of our 2020 grant recipients who 
have already made great strides with GWG funding. 
We will also discuss supporting non-profits in our 
upcoming granting year and special Covid-19-related 
donations. A small treat to enjoy that evening will  
be delivered to all who RSVP.

  SIGNATURE EVENT

* All photos were taken prior to March 2020.

3



2020-2021 EVENTS
Guests are always welcome at education and signature events.

Unexpected Artisans – Artistic 
Expression Transforms Lives
Tuesday, January 12, 2021  •  11:30 AM 
Virtual

Soteria at Work and Triune Mercy Center’s Playback 
Cafe are two local organizations that believe art has 
the power to help heal trauma and re-energize lives. 

SPEAKERS: Jerry Blassingame, Soteria Community 
Development Corporation; Dale Savidge, Ph.D., 
Registered Drama Therapist

  SPOTLIGHT ON THE ARTS

Sexual Assault Survivors  
Need Trauma-Informed Care
Thursday, March 18, 2021  •  5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
Younts Center at Furman University  
3300 Poinsett Highway 29613

Greenville County ranks first in the state for sexual 
assault. The Julie Valentine Center and Prisma 
Health’s Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE) staff 
are on the front lines, partnered with Greenville 
County’s Sexual Response Team and the 13th Circuit 
Solicitor’s Office.

MODERATOR/PANEL: Shauna Galloway-Williams, 
Executive Director, Julie Valentine Center; Jamika 
Nedwards, Crisis Program Director, Julie Valentine 
Center; Ellen Kennedy, SANE Coordinator, Prisma 
Health; Evelyn Mitchell, Survivor and Advocate

  SPOTLIGHT ON HEALTH

Annual Members Lunch  
Tuesday, February 16, 2021  •  11:30 AM - 1 PM 
Crowne Plaza, 851 Congaree Road 29607

Our annual opportunity for members to shape GWG’s 
future with new ideas and thoughtful observations. 
Always a member-favorite event.

  JUST FOR MEMBERS

Ballot Showcase
Thursday, April 15, 2021  •  5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
Younts Center at Furman University  
3300 Poinsett Highway 29613

Learn about all of the organizations on the GWG ballot. 
Speak to representatives, hear details of the proposals, 
ask questions.

  JUST FOR MEMBERS

15th Annual Meeting  
Thursday, May 20, 2021  •  5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
Hilton Greenville, 45 W. Orchard Park Drive 29615

The culmination and celebration of the GWG year!  
Join other members and guests for the announcement 
of the 2021 grant recipients.

  SIGNATURE EVENT
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All GWG communication between now and May will be via email so it is very important we have your current email 
address. If your email address has changed or you are uncertain if it is current, please send an email from your current 
address to greenvillewomengiving@gmail.com. Please include your name in the subject line



In 2017, GWG awarded a $100,000 
two-year grant to Project Host to 
purchase a deck oven and expand 
the kitchen of the CC Pearce 
Culinary School. Their goal was  
to create space for their newest 
undertaking to use food as a tool  
to nourish the hungry and train  
the unemployed – The Bakery! The 
project was completed as planned 
within the two-year time frame, in 
spite of unanticipated obstacles.  
It was quite a surprise to find out 
that the intended bakery expansion 
area (their parking lot) was not 
zoned commercial. So they looked 
into their existing space and 
converted their storage room into 

the new kitchen. Additional storage 
units were then purchased and 
placed on site to cover the lost 
storage space from the renovation.

The Bakery is an extension of the 
CC Pearce Culinary School and 
catering work. The school uses 
catering to enhance the student’s 
educational experience, provide 
income for the program, and 
increase awareness of Project  
Host’s mission. The Bakery provides 
additional student training by 
incorporating basic bread and 
pastry lessons into the school’s 
curriculum, offering extended paid 
internship opportunities to their 
culinary graduates, and creating 
program sustainability through 
direct sales of breads, pastries  
and other savory foods.

The Bakery has hired at least  
10 student interns from the  
general culinary program thus  

far. Production from the baking 
kitchen has reached a volume  
to get direct sales underway! 

“We are truly grateful for the 
funding and support of Greenville 
Women Giving, which allowed over 
100 girls and their families to 
participate in our Girls Who Thrive 
launch. This program provided 
staff-led Girl Scout experiences  
to the girls and support and 
enrichment for the families. All  
of the girls and families served  

were very low income, with a 
significant portion recovering from 
homelessness, living in foster care  
or living in other at-risk situations. 
Many of the girls we serve have 
been recommended by guidance 
counselors or social workers. 

During this two-year program,  
girls have gained self-confidence, 

helped their communities, 
developed financial skills, and 
increased their desire to do well  
in school and pursue their dreams. 
We expect the impact of this 
program to go far beyond this 
two-year period as these girls 
continue to grow and thrive in  
the years to come.

With the generous support of 
Greenville Women Giving, girls  
who may not have had the means 
to join Girl Scouts came together  
to learn, lead, and have fun doing  
it. Regardless of income, no girl 
should be left behind when it comes 
to developing skills for a lifetime  
of leadership. Greenville Women 
Giving gets it!”

  -Lora Tucker, CEO

Grant Updates

Project 
Host

Girls Scouts of SC – Mountains to Midlands
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Stay connected for all 
news and events. Email 

greenvillewomengiving@
gmail.com with any 

changes to your 
email address.


